
 

 

 

A

The Los
over ten
founding
arrived i
hill near
largely o
surround

Importe
local an
the basin
to acqui
water ac
the north

As the L
cities jo
(MWD)
River C
Southern
the wate
Feather 
Central 
did not t
entitlem

JOI

ASSE

THE SE

A RISING T

s Angeles wa
n million peo
g in 1781, w
in the area e
r the Los An
on groundwa
ding Los An

ed Water.  T
d imported f
n early in th
ire water righ
cross the mo
h, south and

Los Angeles 
ined togethe

) and build a 
ompact, MW
n California
er from the S
River (north
Valley, and 
take a signif

ment, at least 

 

INT INFORM

EMBLY WA

ELECT CO

TIDE OF IN

IN TH

atershed is a
ople – more t
water has bee

stablished “E
ngeles River.
ater and the 

ngeles. 

Today, Los A
from distant 
e 20th Centu
hts in the Ow
untains and 

d west, as a c

region beyo
er, in 1928, t

canal from 
WD gained w
.  Thirty yea

State Water P
h of Sacrame
across the T

ficant portion
until 1986. 

Pa

MATIONAL

ATER, PAR

MMITTEE 

LEVINE AN

NNOVATION

HE LOS AN

 Ba

a dynamic an
than a quarte
en a critical r
El Pueblo de
.  Los Angel
limited surfa

Angeles Cou
watersheds.

ury.  The Cit
wens Valley
downhill to 

condition to t

ond the city l
o create the 
the Colorado

water rights t
ars later, MW
Project (SW
ento), throug
Tehachapi M
n of its SWP

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

age 1 of 4 

L AND OVER

KS AND W
AND 

ON URBAN

ND GOMEZ, C

 
 

N: WATER

NGELES W
 

ackground

nd creative p
er of the pop
resource for 
e Nuestra Se
es County d

face water re

unty enjoys g
.  The region
ty of Los An
, on the east
Los Angele

those areas r

limits recogn
Metropolita
o River.  As
to bring wate

WD signed a 
P), which dr

gh the Sacram
Mountains, to
P water, allow

RSIGHT HE

WILDLIFE C

N RIVERS A

CHAIRS 

R RESOURC

WATERSHE

d 

place.  Los A
pulation of C
Los Angele

eñora de los 
developed in 
sources that

great diversi
n began its q
ngeles started
side of the S

es.  In the pro
receiving wa

nized the lim
an Water Dis
s part of the 
er across the
contract, in 

raws water f
mento-San J

o Southern C
wing Kern C

EARING OF

COMMITTE

AND STREA

CE MANAG

ED 

Angeles Coun
California.  F
es.  The Span
Angeles de 
the 19th Ce

t originated i

ity in its wat
quest for wat
d with the am

Sierra Nevad
ocess, the Ci
ater from the

mits of their w
strict of Sout
1922 intersta
e mountains 
1960, for m

from Orovill
Joaquin Rive

California.  M
County to tak

F 
E 

AMS 

GEMENT 

nty is home 
From its offic
nish settlers w
Porciuncula

entury by rely
in the mount

ter supplies, 
ter from outs
mbitious pro
da, and conve
ity expanded
e Owens Val

water supply
thern Califor
ate Colorado
and desert to

more than hal
le Dam on th
er Delta, dow

MWD, howev
ke more than

to 
cial 
who 

a” on a 
ying 
tains 

both 
side 
oject 
ey the 
d, to 
lley. 

y, 13 
rnia 
o 
o 
lf of 
he 
wn the 
ver, 
n its 



 

 
Pa

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

age 2 of 4 

 



 

 

Local G
since W
many ad
many of
Angeles
the San 

The San
square m
areas su
bounded
by the S
Monica 
of the S

The San
Los Ang
Santa A
at which
adminis
managem
Water Q
program
the City
up these
more wa

Groundwate
World War II,

djudicated ba
f the region’
s region, incl
Gabriel Val

n Fernando V
miles beneath
urrounding th
d on the nort
San Gabriel M

Mountains a
an Fernando

n Gabriel Va
geles County

Ana Valley.  T
h time the Ca
ter the Basin
ment of wat

Quality Auth
ms in the San
y of Los Ang
e groundwate
ater that com

er.  While im
, much of the
asins across 
s groundwat
luding two la
ley Groundw

Valley Groun
h the San Fe
he Verdugo M
th and northw
Mountains, o
and Chalk H

o Valley Gro

alley Ground
y and includ
The Main Sa
alifornia Sup
n's adjudicat
er resources

hority (WQA
n Gabriel Bas
geles or the W
er aquifers o

mes in wet ye

Pa

mported wate
e region con
the coastal p

ter aquifers, 
arge basins: 
water Basin.

ndwater Bas
ernando Vall
Mountains n
west by the S
on the east b

Hills, and on 
oundwater B

dwater Basin
es most of th
an Gabriel B
perior Court 
ted water rig
.  In 1993 th

A) to develop
sin.  In other

Water Replen
offers Southe
ears, from ei

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

age 3 of 4 

er has been c
ntinues to rel
plain.  Indus
so groundw
 the San Fer
 

sin was adjud
ley, Tujunga
near La Cres
Santa Susan

by the San Ra
the west by 
asin is calcu

n covers 255 
he San Gabr

Basin was adj
of Los Ang
hts and to pr

he State Legi
p, finance an
r basins, gro
nishment Di
ern Californi
ither importe

critical to So
ly on its grou
strial develop

water cleanup
rnando Valle

dicated in 19
a Valley, Bro
scenta and Ea
nna Mountain
afael Hills, o
the Simi Hi

ulated at 3.67

square mile
riel Valley an
djudicated by
geles County
rovide a bas
islature creat

nd implement
oundwater cl
istrict of Sou
ia the opport
ed water or l

outhern Calif
undwater res
pment led to
p efforts exte
ey Groundw

979 and stret
owns Canyo
agle Rock.  
ns, on the no
on the south 
lls.  The tota
7 million acr

es and is loca
nd a portion 
y stipulated j
y created a W
in-wide gov
ted the San G
t groundwat

leanup progr
uthern Califo
tunity to cap
local storms

 

fornia’s grow
sources in th
o contaminat
end across th

water Basin a

tches across 
on, and the al
The basin is
orth and nort
by the Sant

al storage ca
re-feet.   

ated in easter
of the upper

judgment in 
Watermaster t
verning body
Gabriel Basi
ter treatment
rams are led 
ornia.  Clean
pture and sto
. 

wth 
he 
tion of 
he Los 
and 

226 
lluvial 
s 
theast 
a 

apacity 

rn 
r 
1973, 
to 

y for 
in 
t 
by 

ning 
ore 



 

 

Stormw
basin fo
storm dr
close du
consider
pollution

In recen
opportun
Efforts t
undergr
from ho
spaces t

Water C
increasin
grown b
capita w
gallons p
commun
impleme
areas of 
water co
critical p

   

 

 

  

water Manag
ocused attent
rains and int
ue to dangers
red stormwa
n by regulati

nt years, how
nity to captu
to capture ra
ound aquifer
meowners, i
hat can capt

Conservatio
ng its conser

by almost a t
water use is l

per person p
nities approa
ented statew
f the State we
onservation c
part of South

gement.  Af
tion on how 
to the rivers 
s posed by c
ater only as a
ing what cou

wever, federa
ure the water
ainwater off r
rs have grow
in the City o
ure stormwa

on.  Southern
rvation of w
third, but its 
ess than othe

per day, but S
aching only 

wide in respo
ere averagin
can be the m
hern Californ

Pa

fter the 1990
to reduce po
that flow to 
ontamination
a water quali
uld flow off 

al, state and l
r that arrives
roofs or cap

wn.  Offers o
of Los Angel
ater and go in

n California 
water resource

total use of 
er parts of th
Southern Ca
100 gallons 
nse to Gove

ng as much a
most cost-effe
nia’s water s

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

age 4 of 4 

0 Clean Wate
ollution in th
the ocean an
n from storm
ity problem, 
property or 

local water o
s in Southern
ture stormw

of free rain b
les and elsew
nto the aquif

has improve
es.  In the la
water has re

he state.  The
alifornia is on
a day.  Prior
rnor Brown'

as 280 gallon
fective invest
supply portfo

er Act Amen
he stormwate
nd beaches. 
mwater.  For
 with progra
treating con

officials hav
n California 

water in pond
barrels receiv
where.  Citie
fer, before it

ed its water 
ast 30 years, 
emained flat.
e statewide a
nly 150 gall
r to the curre
's Executive 
ns per person
tment in wat

folio. 

ndments, citi
er that runs o
 After many

r many years
ams focused 
ntaminated ru

ve recognized
for water su

ds that put th
ved overwhe
es have begu
t gets to the 

supply reliab
Southern Ca
.  The region
average is ap
ons per day,
ent conserva
Order on dr

n per day or 
ter supply it 

ies across th
off city stree
y storms, bea
s, local offici
on reducing

unoff. 

d the potenti
upply purpos
he water into 
elming respo
un creating gr
river. 

bility by 
alifornia has
n’s average p
pproximately
, with some 
ation efforts 
rought, some
more.  Since
has become

he 
ets into 
aches 
ials 

g 

ial 
ses.  

the 
onse 
reen 

s 
per 
y 180 

e 
e 
e a 


