Comments by Richard Lyon,
Sr. VP California Building Industry Association
To the Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee

“Framework for a Water Bond”

Chairman Rendon and committee members, water supply and water reliability
are indispensable pillars of the state’s economy. Industry depends on it,
agriculture can’t exist without it, and communities can’t thrive or expand without
it. To this we can all stipulate

We can also stipulate to the fact that the California economy has shown
tremendous resilience despite still-lingering effects from the Great Recession,
chronic underinvestment in infrastructure, highs and lows in seasonal rainfall and
snowpack, impacts from climate change and catastrophic interruptions from
earthquakes and floods.

That, in part, is testament to smarter water management techniques and
innovative strategies that allow for less reliance on water intensive activities.

That resilience though has its limitations.

Going forward, absent a more comprehensive plan to address the state’s
comprehensive storage needs, Delta ecosystem restoration, and a plan that taps
into the supply side of regional economies to enhance local water development
programs (including water management, recycling & conservation, groundwater
cleanup and the development of new tools to improve local reliability) resilience
will give way to weakness.



Homebuilders often find themselves at the cutting edge of business and
environmental values. Growth and water availability are tightly linked under
California law. In order to get projects entitled, builders must undertake water
supply assessments and water verification analyses to demonstrate long-term
water supply and reliability.

Because of this, CBIA strongly supports both statewide and local measures that
create new water supplies, protect existing water supplies, and enhance overall
water reliability.

We appreciate the effort the working group has undertaken and believe you have
appropriately identified areas of critical need.

Finally, CBIA has reviewed the ACWA proposal and we believe that it is a very
good framework to start with. The ACWA proposal incorporates the basic
framework adopted in 2009 but also recognizes the need to trim specific features
in order to be responsive to today’s economic and political climate.

Thanks you for the opportunity to provide these comments.



