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GROUNDWATER COALITION

August 21, 2013

The Honorable Anthony Rendon

Chairman, Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee
State Capitol — Room 2136

Sacramento, California 95814

RE: Comments on 2013 Water Bond Framework
Dear Assemblymember Rendon:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Water Bond Working
Group 2013 Water Bond Framework (Framework). This letter supplements the
comments provided in our August 2, 2013 letter on the Proposed Principles for
Developing a Water Bond (copy attached). We request the following additions be
made to the Framework (suggested language for additions in italics below):

Chapter VII: Climate Change Preparedness & Regional Self-Reliance for
Water ($1B)

Groundwater management and conjunctive use provide the most efficient
opportunity for integrated regional water management including effective
utilization of all of the local water supply resources enumerated in Chapter VII-B-
2 and 3 (stormwater capture, water conservation and water recycling). We
suggest adding a new subpart VI1-B-3-d):

d) Groundwater Management and Conjunctive Use of Local Water
Supplies.

Amend Chapter VI1-C-3 to read:

3. Requirements: Regional Plan, Urban, Groundwater or Agricultural
Water Management Plan

Chapter IX: Storage for Climate Change ($1B)

Groundwater basins throughout California provide the most cost-effective,
environmentally sustainable form of storage for climate change. In addition to the
obvious advantages of locating storage in everyone’s “own backyard” — ready
access in times of shortage or imported water supply interruption and local control
— well-managed groundwater basins present the ultimate opportunity for the state
to “leverage” state and local funding, as specified at Chapter 1V-D. Given the
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state’s historical focus on surface water storage, we believe it is important that the water bond reflect
that surface and groundwater storage are at a minimum, co-equal in importance when it comes to
funding. We suggest amending Chapter 1X-B-1 to read:

1. Surface and Groundwater (50/50 split of funds)

In addition to these proposed changes, we support and join in the comments being submitted by the
Groundwater Resources Association of California.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the Framework.
Very truly yours,

Ken Manning, President
California Groundwater Coalition



