
Securing a Sustainable Water 
Supply for Los Angeles 

March 14, 2013 
Briefing for Assembly Committee on Water, Parks, & Wildlife 
Informational Hearing on 2014 Water Bond –  
Regional Perspective 
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A Focus on Groundwater Cleanup 
Securing a Sustainable Water Supply 

• Water System Overview  

• Challenges to Los Angeles’ Water Supply 

• Sustainable Water Supply Development 

• Water Bond Priorities 

• Questions & Answers 
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 Water System Overview 
 • 3.86 million residents 

• 465 square-mile service 
territory  

• 679,438 water customers 

• 567,726 AF/year = 185 billion  
     of gallons served   
• 21 percent of residents live 

below the federal poverty line 
(over 800,000 people) 
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Overview of LA’s Water Sources 
Where LA’s Water Comes From 
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Delta 
LA Aqueduct 

Colorado River 
Aqueduct State Water 

Project  

Eastern Sierra 
Nevada 

Local Water Supplies: 
Groundwater, 

Stormwater, Recycling 
and Conservation 
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Average Year (2008-2012) 
 

FY 2013/2014 Projected  
Dry Water Year 

 

LA’s Water Supply Portfolio  
Water System Overview  

Los Angeles 
Supplies*  

48% 

Los Angeles 
Supplies*  

21% 

MWD State Water 
Project (Bay Delta)  

44% 

MWD –  
Colorado River 

8% 

MWD State Water 
Project (Bay Delta)  

71% 

MWD –  
Colorado River 

8% 
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Less Water Used Today Than 40 Years Ago 

LA is a Leader in Water Conservation 
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Fiscal Year Ending June 30 

 Water Demand Population  

1 Million Population 
Increase 129 gallons/person/day 
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• Groundwater Contamination 
• Declining Eastern Sierra Supply 
• Bay Delta Supply At Risk 
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Challenges to Los Angeles’ 
Water Supply 
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SFB Groundwater Production Declines  
Challenges to Water Supply 
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Historical and Projected Extractions for  
San Fernando Basin 

Annual Water Rights: 87,000 AF 

Average: 54,607 AF 

Actual Projected 

Water Year 
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SFB Groundwater Basin Remediation 
LA’s Most Threatened Local Water Supply Resource  

Production Wells and 
TCE Plume 

Estimated Cost to 
Remediate 

Groundwater 
Contamination is  
$600-900 million 

115 Wells Total 
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Local Self-Reliance and 
Sustainability 

Groundwater Cleanup: Linchpin for Success 

Local Water Supply Reliability 

Recycled Water 

SFB Groundwater Remediation 

Stormwater Capture Water Conservation 
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FYE 2006 – 2010 Average 
Total: 621,700 AFY 

Fiscal Year 2034 – 35  
Total: 711,000 AFY 

Note: Charts do not reflect 100,000 AF of existing conservation 

Local Self-Reliance and 
Sustainability 

Local Water Supply Development  

Historic 
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Critical Statewide Investments 
Dedicated Funding for Groundwater Cleanup 

• $1 billion is critical to 
restore California’s 
groundwater supply 

• San Fernando Basin 
groundwater  remediation 
expected to cost $600 - 
$900 million 

* Reference for DTSC’s Groundwater Contamination Map - Beckman, D.S., Helperin, A. N., Inwood, D., 2001, The Big Picture: Statewide Information on      
California’s Groundwater Basins, California’s  Contaminated Groundwater, p. 23.  
 

* 
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Questions? 
 Evelyn Cortez-Davis, P.E. 

LADWP Manager of Water Recycling 
Policy & Water Rights 
   evelyn.cortez-davis@ladwp.com 
    

Cindy Montanez 
Assistant General Manager 
   Cindy.Montanez@ladwp.com 
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