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1.

The goals offunding should be spelled out by prioritizing projects that protect public health and
safety, specifically projects that:
a.

deliver clean drinking water to the State's citizens; or,

b.
c.

replace water infrastructure that is at or near the end of its usable life; or,
infrastructure that substantially improves reliability and/or sustainable water supplies,
or, if funding is able to go beyond these priorities such as;
if a water storage or infrastructure project is designed with environmental purposes, the

d.

funding should be required to also support institutions and practices that deliver
quantifiable results for environment.
The San Joaquin Valley examples - most non-compliant disadvantaged community drinking
water systems are in the San Joaquin Valley (PPIC map). The list Includes; rural schools,
mobile home parks, rural communities and urban satellite communities. CSU WRPI is using
SWRCB technical assistance contract funds to try to combine numerous systems around
Fresno into the City. Kickoff is hopefully soon. CSU Fresno is also working within a GSA to
assist with research on recharge methods that also improves quality and to replace
groundwater the campus uses with a commitment of $25,000/year of campus in-kind staff
services.

2. Existing measurement and monitoring data should be used to prioritize preliminary investments
but some funds should be authorized and dedicated to conduct and advance subsequent
measurement and monitoring efforts to assist with establishing the progression of future needs.
Technology is advancing rapidly that can assist with detection of infrastructure and water
conditions issues or threats. New technology needs support for assisting with assessments of
health and safety conditions.

Example - CIT's Water and Energy Technology Center Incubator just interviewed the co
inventor of a new coliform bacteria (an indicator organism for water contamination)
detection device that is instantaneous. A strip that is inserted in a hand held device.
Conventional assessment is in a laboratory where it takes at least 24 hours.

3.

The Legislature needs to ask the funded agencies to develop a joint, integrated organizing and
assessment strategy as soon as possible and convene a third-party review of the strategy to
make sure it has all the elements needed for proper and expedient implementation. The
strategy should include both internal and external evaluations of the best practices and
institutional changes needed to make sure any future investments are proper, timely and
effective.

4.

Funding for drinking water systems should have a requirement that in order to receive grants
and loans the eligible system has to have a study to show they have the ability to pay for
interest on loans, operations and maintenance costs, retain qualified operators, have a capital
improvement plan and can invest in a sinking fund for replacement costs. These requirements
should not create commensurate consumer rates that result in utility rates exceeding a
reasonable proportional rate of median household income established from a study funded and
adopted by the relevant funding agency. Should the system not meet these requirements they
should be required to be part of a larger organization that meets the requirements and
elements for sustainability listed above. Public systems that fail in any such assessment should
be part of a larger public organization and private systems should be part of an "association" or
equivalent organization that can provide the collective services needed to rise to affordability
and long-term success. Larger organizations may need to develop the capacity for "lifeline" rates
for citizens who qualify. JPAs using "activity agreements" have been used very successfully in
the water industry for some time and can serve as a model for efficiency and fairness for
aggregation strategies.
Example in SJV - Consolidation and/or aggregation can be done when everyone understands
the value of sustainability. Some schools are already involved in such efforts. Two I am
aware of include Yosemite High School in Oakhurst which connected to the larger privately
owned Hillview Water Company and one I have worked with, rural Nile Garden School in
Manteca Unified School District, is in the final FAAST application stages for financial support
to connect to the City of Manteca.

5.

Neither the Water Board nor the Department of Water Resources have sufficient independent,
non-regulatory technical staff to review or approve drinking water system designs or to analyze
affordability.
Example - had such services been in place, the failed arsenic treatment system installed in
Lanare, in rural Fresno County, would not have been authorized and built.

6.

State agencies continue to suffer a lack of capacity to deliver contracts and their attendant
finances in a timely fashion. Water Board and DWR have these problems as well. Safe drinking
water proposals especially need more timely attention and implementation.
Examples - provided on request.
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