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PRESENTATION OUTLINE

• Supporting a climate-resilient California

• Extreme heat events

• State parks as climate refuges

• Community resilience hubs



• 280 California state parks

• 1.6 million acres of land 

• Diverse ecosystems and species 

• Nearly ¼ of the California coast

CLIMATE-RESILIENT 
STATE PARKS SUPPORT 
A CLIMATE-RESILIENT 
CALIFORNIA



PARKS ARE FOR PEOPLE
THE INTERSECTION OF CALIFORNIA STATE 
PARKS, CLIMATE CHANGE, AND COMMUNITIES

• 68 million visitors annually

• Improve physical and mental health

• Climate refuges

“Preserve, enhance, increase, and 
establish community green areas”
California Extreme Heat Action Plan



Data source: NOAA NCEI

RECORD BREAKING GLOBAL HEAT

47 years since a colder-
than-average year

2023 had the 15 hottest days on record

• July 22, 2024 was the hottest day in recorded history worldwide

• July 2024 was the hottest July in California’s history



INCREASING EXTREME HEAT EVENTS

Data Source: California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment, 2018

ADVERSE IMPACTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH



• Break up urban heat islands

• Provide resources during 
extreme climate events

• Support under-resourced 
communities most at risk

PARKS AS 
CLIMATE REFUGES



BREAKING UP URBAN HEAT ISLANDS

Image: Fifth National Climate Assessment



PROVIDING IMPORTANT 
RESOURCES
• Community engagement — Surveys, 

working groups, advisory committee

• Extreme heat — Shade, cooling 
infrastructure, hydration stages

• Power issues — Phone charging stations, 
generators, WiFi



SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES 
AND CENTERING EQUITY

• Bayview Hunters Point Neighborhood
– High pollution burden and asthma rates
– Low income

• Feasibility study for a climate resilience hub
– Short-, mid-, and long-term adaptation steps
– Community engagement and education

• Support State Parks in meeting this threat



BUILDING A CLIMATE-
RESILIENT CALIFORNIA 
STATE PARK SYSTEM:
PRESERVING PARKS FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS

• State parks as climate resilience 
hubs

• Roadmap of work and policy we 
to support parks and communities



THANK YOU!
emily@calparks.org
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